Section 13.14 - A CLOSER LOOK AT THE PLANETS PAGE 424-428 – Textbook Assignment
Use pages 424-428 of your textbook to answer the following questions.  All questions MUST be answered in SENTENCE form.  
1.  The inner planets are also referred to as what kind of planets?

2.  Which planets are “terrestrial”?  Why are they called terrestrial?

3.  There are two reasons why Mercury gets so warm during the day time, what are they?

4.  Why do the nighttime temperatures of Mercury drop so low?

5.  Why is Venus one of the brightest objects in the night sky?

6.  Why do you think Environmental Scientists have spent so much time studying Venus?

7.  Why is the gas ozone so important for life on Earth?

8.  The majority of Earth is covered in what?

9.  Why is the planet Mars called the “Red Planet”?

10.  Who was the planet Mars named after?

11.  Why do scientists think that Mars once contained life forms?

12.  What do the “Outer Planets” have in common?

13.  Which planets make up the outer planets?

14.  The outer planets are also called by what name?

15.  How much larger is Jupiter than Earth?
16.  What does this tell you about its gravitational pull?

17.  What is the “Red Spot” on Jupiter?

18.  What is orbiting Jupiter?

19.  Which planet is the least dense?

20.  Why do scientists think that Saturn isn’t very dense?

21.  Why is Saturn so windy?

22.  Where do Astronomers think Saturn’s rings may have come from?

23.  Why did scientists think that there must be another planet beyond Neptune?

24.  Why is Uranus an unusual planet?

25.  What is so unique about Pluto?

26.  How long is Pluto’s orbital period?
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